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fied	as	 “close	 reading”	 in	 the	Anglo-American	academic	world	
and	analyse	de	texte	in	French.	After	numerous	declarations	in	










Nuevos enfoques a la novela: de Terra Nostra a la 
twitter-literatura
Este	artículo	aborda	nuevos	enfoques	al	género	
de	 la	novela	 en	 el	 siglo	XXI.	Al	 inicio	 susten-
ta	que	 incluso	 los	críticos	contemporáneos	más	
vanguardistas	de	finales	del	siglo	XX	e	inicios	del	XXI,	compar-
















New Approaches to the Novel: 








































Llosa	critics	“besieging”	La casa verde and Conversación en La Cate-
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dral.	This	translation	is	close,	but	not	exactly	correct,	however,	for	




































tants	 have	 been	 some	 type	 of	 close	 reading,	 analyze	 de	 text	 and	
an	interest	in	new	approaches	to	the	novel,	why	do	I	belabor	this	
16
New Approaches to the Novel: 









My	newly	published	book	(Mario Vargas Llosa: A Life in Writing,	















epic	novel,	or	 the	novel	or	 in	Latin	America	that	was	called	“La 
novela total”,	the	total	novel.	In	the	case	of	Vargas	Llosa,	this	would	
be	the	death	of	novels	such	as	his	two-volume	Conversación en La 
Catedral.	This	500-page	novel	was	seemingly	the	high-point	of	the	




denounce	 such	novels,	 as	 they	had	done	 for	many	major	modern	
novels,	and	as	they	did	with	Pedro Páramo	in	the	late	1950´s.	In	that	




titled La nueva novela hispanoamericana	(1969)	in	which	Fuentes	re-
commended	 a	 new	 critical	 language	 for	 the	 reading	 of	what	was	
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then	the	new	novel	in	Latin	America	–and	written	with	awareness	
of	French	theory	of	the	late	1960s.
With	 Vargas	 Llosa’s	 Conversación en La Catedral and Fuen-




for	both	constructing	and	reading	novels.	 In	 synthesis,	 the	Boom	














1990’s	 and	 twenty-first	 century	 the	most	 popular	 narrative	 reads	
more	or	less	like	this:	“The	new	generation	and	the	general	popu-
lace	 is	 accustomed	 to	 reading	 short	 narrative,	 and	 long	narrative,	
such	 as	 the	novel,	 is	 dead”.	By	now,	of	 course,	 this	 is	not	 a	new	
narrative.	However,	I	would	say	this	recent	shift,	this	short	narrati-
ve,	suggests	that	we	simply	will	need	a	new	approach	to	the	novel,	
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is	 the	study	of	 trauma,	which	was	originally	 identified	by	psycho-









course,	of	 telling	 stories	 about	 such	violence.	This	 is	 the	 story	of	
Latin	American	 literature	 from	Terra Nostra to 2666,	 and	much	
Hispanic	Literature	of	the	Iberian	Peninsula	from	El Cantar del Mío 
Cid to 2666,	 and	particularly	Part	 IV	of	 this	novel	 are	about	 the	











dies	under	the	title	The Environmental Imagination (1995),	a	book	
that	 invites	us	 to	consider	one	of	 the	most	 radically	new	approa-
ches	to	literature	in	a	century:	it	invites	us	to	consider	not	human	





























dialogue	by	offering	courses	 in	 readings	on	 race	 in	 the	Americas,	
from	 Latin	 American	 indigenismo	 to	 US	Native	 American	 texts,	
from	 Manuel	 Zapata	 Olivella	 and	 Afro-Caribbean	 to	 Langston	
Hughes	and	Toni	Morrison.	






have	written	 stunning	 examples	 of	 narrative	 brevity.	 In	 addition	
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literature,	 is	 just	what	can	we	 learn	about	new	approaches	to	the	
novel	from	the	Tweeting	writers	and	the	Tweeting	critics?	As	a	re-
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Twitter	for	a	variety	of	purposes	related	to	my	work	on	the	novel	
and	would	like	to	remind	you	that	some	of	us	got	our	early	Twitter	








out	 that	Twitter	 and	books	have	 three	 important	 things	 in	com-
mon:	a	love	of	words,	a	precision	in	using	words,	and	an	economy	



















had	been	the	case	of	Cien años de soledad	a	few	months	earlier.	What	
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fact	 that	novels	 are	 indeed	narrative	 and	 producing	 both	
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